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Two Autumns

Duration: 13 minutes
Scorein C

Program Note

Two Autumns is a song cycle based on haikus by Basho, Buson & Shiki composed in 2008. 1
choose five haikus that particularly spoke to me, and which, taken together, may suggest an
image of a person outside at night with something troubling on their mind. Beyond that, it
was not my intention to force any more of a story or "program" onto these works than is
already present in each of them, and it is still my hope that each individual haiku may still
be heard and appreciated as their original authors intended.

The first four haikus are set as relatively short movements attempting to preserve the
aphoristic qualities of the original poems. The final movement, though, is musically at least
twice as long as any of the preceding movements and something of a focal point for the
piece, though it is only six words long. This setting stretches the text out syllable by
syllable, allowing the painfulness in this haiku to draw out like a blade.

Instrumentation

Mezzo Soprano, or Soprano
Flute/Alto Flute
Clarinet in Bb
Percussion:
Vibraphone
Sizzle Cymbal
Crotales
1 Slit Drum
2 Woodblocks
Violin
Cello



Performance Notes

1. While this work was written with a mezzo soprano voice in mind, it may be sung by
a soprano.
2. 1 Slit Drum is required, of relatively low pitch. In the third, fifth and sixth

movements, this drum is paired with 2 woodblocks, all three instruments being
notated on a single staff in the following configuration:

Slit Drum Slit Drum Woodblock #1 Woodblock #2
lower pitched side of slit higher pitched side of slit lower pitched WB, but higher pitched WB
higher pitch than Slit Drum

I

o,

3

f

Contact

Alexander Elliott Miller
585-957-1485
Alexander.E.Miller@gmail.com
www.alexanderemiller.com



TEXTS

Harvest moon -
walking around the pond
all night long.

The old pond -
a frog jumps in,
the sound of water.

I don’t know
which tree it comes from,
that fragrance.

- BASHO

The scissors hesitate
before the white chrysanthemums,
A moment.

- BUSON
[ go,
you stay:

two autumns.

- SHIKI

Original Japanese texts in public domain.
English translations used by permission of Robert Hass (bobhass@berkeley.edu).



Two Autumns

mezzo (or soprano), flute, clarinet, violin, cello & perc.
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a frog jumps in,
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medium hard mallets inside
crotales mallets outside
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| don't know
which tree it comes from,
that fragrance. - BASHO
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